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INTRODUCTION 
1. Welcome to a new mini-series on Psalms 105-107, in 

celebration of this Thanksgiving season 
2. Often in Scripture, we find calls for giving thanks connected 

closely with a lesson in history. Psalm 105 is no exception. In it 
the psalmist invites us to give thanks as we consider God’s 
wonders, marvels and judgments uttered by Him to accomplish 
his saving purposes towards the people of Israel. [Read verses 
1, 8] 

3. The rest of the psalm unpacks which wonders, marvels and 
judgments the psalmist has in mind, but all of them are 
connected in two ways: 

a. They are all owing to God’s sovereign power 
b. They are all accomplished by his word, using creation 

phrasing from Genesis 1. 
4. PROPOSITION: In light of the power of God’s sovereign word, 

God’s people are called to respond with joyful gratitude and 
faithful obedience. 
 

BODY: How do we see the power of God’s sovereign word at work 
throughout Ps. 105? This psalm can be divided into 5 sections, four of 
which answer this question. 
 

1. God’s Sovereign Giving of the Covenant to Abraham (verses 8-
15) 

a. “The word which he commanded… the covenant which 
He made with Abraham” 

b. Giving of the Land of Canaan 
c. Political protection 

 
2. God’s Sovereign Sending of Joseph to Egypt (verses 16-24) 

a. “He called for a famine…” 
b. He sent Joseph 
c. The Word of the Lord tested Joseph 
d. Sovereignty/Responsibility 

i. God is responsible for the famine, for Joseph’s 
slavery, for his eventual freedom 

ii. God is not culpable for any wrongdoing. 
 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being 
tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with 
evil, and he himself tempts no one (Jas. 1:13). 
 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all (1 John 
1:5). 
 

iii. Joseph’s brothers, Potiphar’s wife, etc. were both 
responsible AND culpable for their wrongdoing, 
however. 

 
3. God’s Sovereign Judgment on Egypt (verses 25-36) 

a. “He turned their heart to hate…” 
b. He sent Moses/Aaron 
c. “They performed His wondrous acts…” 
d. “He struck down the firstborn…” 

 
4. God’s Sovereign Deliverance from Egypt (verses 37-45) 

a. “He brought them out” 
b. “He spread a cloud… and fire” 
c. “He brought quail… and the bread of heaven” 
d. “He opened the rock” 
e. BECAUSE “He remembered his holy word” 

i. “He brought forth his people with joy” 
ii. “He gave them the lands of the nations” 
iii. IN ORDER TO  

1. Take what wasn’t theirs  
2. Obey! 

 
If the people of Israel had reason to rejoice, give thanks, and obey 
God because of the power of God’s sovereign word at work through 
the Exodus, how much more reason do we have to rejoice, give thanks, 
and obey because of God’s sovereign power at work through the New 
Exodus? 
 

1. Was it not by the power of God’s word that he enacted the 
New Covenant by his own blood? 
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This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for 
many (Mark 14:24) 
 

2. Was it not by the power of God’s word that Jesus was 
sovereignly sent by God to spare us from a far worse spiritual 
famine? 
 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind,  
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  
 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 
4:18-19). 

 
3. Was it not by the power of God’s word that His judgment fell – 

not on us – but on His first-born son? 
 

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;  
he has put him to grief;  
when his soul makes an offering for guilt (Isa. 53:10) 
 
23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by 
the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing 
the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him 
to be held by it (Acts 2:23-24). 

 
4. Was it not by the power of God’s word that he brought us out 

of slavery from sin into an eternal inheritance for which we did 
not work? 

 
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free from 
righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you getting at that 
time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For 
the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have 
been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, 
the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal 

life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:20-
23). 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places (Eph. 1:3). 

 
How much more reason do we have to be thankful? How much more 
reason do we have to rejoice in God’s sovereign power? How much 
more reason (and power!) do we have to obey? 
 
APPLICATION: So What? Now that we have seen the power of God’s 
sovereign word in Psalm 105, how are God’s people to respond? 
 

1. Remember God’s sovereign hand in your life 
a. God’s people often wonder how God’s hand is at work 

for our good in their circumstance, but we are never to 
wonder if God’s hand is at work in it 

b. Do you see God’s hand as the ultimate cause for all 
things in your life? In your abundance? In your famine? 
In your storms and trials? In the evil, wrongdoing, and 
sin? Can you join Job when he says, “The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord. In all this Job did not sin or charge God with 
wrongdoing.” (1:21-22). And later, “Though he slay me, 
yet I will trust in Him.” (13:15) 

c. The sooner we acknowledge God’s hand, the sooner we 
are able to submit to and trust in it. 
 

2. Rejoice in the power of God’s sovereign word working for 
your benefit 

a. It is not enough to know that God’s word superintends 
all things – this isn’t necessarily good news if this power 
is against us. It’s only good news when we see it 
working for us! 

b. Is God’s sovereign power and purpose good news for 
you today? I hope so. I hope this gives you cause to 
tremble and rejoice in a God that is, at the same time, 
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greater than you can fathom and nearer than you can 
imagine. 
 

3. Obey the Lord, resting in His sovereign security 
a. People in secure relationships are the most free to love 

their ‘other’ well. 
i. Are you able to do your job better or worse 

when you know that company-wide layoffs are 
coming at the end of the week? 

ii. Are you able to love your spouse better or 
worse when you don’t know if your marriage 
will last the week? 

iii. Is it harder or easier to study for the next exam 
in school when you know it will determine if you 
have to repeat your grade? 

b. Our obedience isn’t done in order to gain security but 
because we already are secure in God through Jesus! 

c. Truly “He is the LORD our God.” We are His; be who 
you are. 


